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Detailed Action 

1. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 10, line 11, and the throughout the claims, applicant refers to facsimile and 
other modes. The term other modes is vague and indefinite. Other than a fax mode any 
other modes have not been specifically set forth. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, 5 and 7-9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Kato. 

With respect to claim 1 , Kato teaches a complex image processing apparatus 
(shown by figures 2 and 6) capable of operating as a facsimile apparatus, comprising: 
An image reading means 42 for reading information from a document; an image 
communicating means (modem 1 1 and NCU 5) for transmitting the image information 
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read by the image reading means 42 and receiving image data; image forming means 
9printer 18) for recording the image information as claimed; mode switching means 
9switcboard 7 or pc 8) for carrying out switching among the fax mode and other modes 
(PC mode) Kato teaches the complex image processing apparatus being used in a fax 
mode in which image data can be received. Kato teaches a fax memory according to 
col. 9, lines 29-48 as claimed. Kato teaches a PC memory according to col. 9, lines 7-9 
and 60-65 regarding the mode other than a fax mode. Kato teaches a memory control 
means (ROM 13) for performing control in the fax mode such that image information 
stored in the memory for fax is transferred to either or both of the memories for the other 
modes in the case where predetermined conditions are satisfied. Note col. 10, lines 6- 
21 where data which cannot be stored in the fax memory is transferred and stored in the 
PC memory. 

With respect to claim 3, see col. 1 0, lines 6-21 where Kato teaches that when the 
memory in the fax is full, data is sent to the PC memory as the predetermined 
condition. 

With respect to claim 5, Kato teaches transfer to memory when rearranged 
according to another criteria. According to Kato, the other criteria is the availability of 
memory space in the fax memory according to col. 1 0, lines 6-21 . 
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With respect to claim 7, this limitation is inherent since no other conversions or 
formats are discussed when the fax memory is full and excess data is sent to the PC 
memory according to col. 10, lines 6-20. 

With respect to claim 8, Kato teaches the memory for the fax (fax memory 
according to col. 9, lines 29-48) and PC memory is controlled by a control memory 
CPU 10/switch 7 or PC 8 which controls such that the image forming means records 
image information stored in the memory of the other mode (PC mode), on a recording 
medium (memory of the PC) prior to recording the image information stored in the 
memory of the fax. 

With respect to claim 9, Kato teaches wherein the case where received image 
information is stored I the memory for fax (fax memory according to col. 9, lines 29-48) 
and in either the other modes (PC memory mode) the memory control means performs 
control such that the image forming means records image information stored in the 
memory for fax (fax memory ) on a recording medium (content of the memory) prior to 
the recording of information on the PC memory (see col. 1 0, lines 6-20) 
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2. 

Claims 2, 4, 6 and 10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



3. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4391 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams, can be reached on 703- 305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JEROME GRANT H 
PRIMARY D^INbR 



